
How to Apply for Reduced Price or Free School Meals

If you are applying for a FOSTER CHILD, follow these instructions:

Part A: Use a separate application for each foster child.
• Check the box on line 1.

Enter the student's first and last name, school and grade.
• If the student has zero personal use income, check the zero income box.
• If the student has personal use income, enter the amount and circle the Frequency code that shows

how often the income is received.

Part B: Sign and date the form. A Social Security number is not necessary.

If your household gets Food Assistance, TAF or FDPIR, follow these instructions:

Part A: Enter the following information:
Each household member's first and last name.
Each student's school and grade.

• Food Assistance, TAF or FDPIR case number for any household member receiving benefits. A
Medicaid number cannot be accepted.

Part B: Sign and date the form. A Social Security number is not necessary.

ALL OTHER HOUSEHOLDS, including WIC households, follow these instructions:

Part A: Report the names and GROSS income for all household members from last month. Gross income is
the amount earned BEFORE taxes and any other deductions. This is NOT the same as take-home pay.
The gross amount should be listed on the pay stub.

• Students:
Enter the student's first and last name, school and grade.

• Check the zero income box if the student has no income.
• If the student has income, record the amount in the column that best describes the source of the

income (i.e. Earnings from Work or Other Regular Income) and circle the Frequency code that
shows how often the income is received.

• All Other Household Members:
• List the first and last name of each person living in your household, related or not (such as

grandparents, other relatives, or friends). Include yourself and all children living with you who are
not already listed as students. Attach another sheet of paper if more space is needed.
Check the zero income box if the person has no income.

• List the gross income the person earned from work and circle the Frequency code that shows how
often the income is received.

• List the amount the person got last month from other income including welfare, child support,
alimony, retirement pensions, Social Security, Worker's Compensation, unemployment, strike
benefits, Supplemental Security Income (SSI), veteran's benefits (VA benefits), disability benefits,
regular contributions from people who do not live in your household, and ANY OTHER INCOME.
Circle the Frequency code that shows how often the income is received.

• If the household has income from self-employment (such as from a self-owned business, farm or
rental income), report net income in the Earnings from Work columns. See the back side of the
application form for instructions on reporting self-employment income.

• If the household is in the Military Housing Privatization Initiative or gets combat pay, do NOT
include these allowances as income.

• Check the box if this person is temporarily not working due to strike, lay-off, injury or short-term
disability.

Part B: An adult household member must sign the form and list his or her Social Security number or write "NONE" if
he or she does not have one.
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