Things that are original.  The creator is the only who can copy, perform or publish it unless he/she gives permission to someone else.


· Works that have not been written or recorded (your stories, if they are not written down, are not protected by copyright law)

· Ideas, procedures, methods, discoveries

· Works that contain no original authorship (for example: standard calendars, height and weight charts, tape measures and rulers, etc.)

· Lists of data (such as the telephone book)

· Items in the public domain (meaning works that are available for anyone to use).  All works created before 1923 and most between 1923-1963 are in the public domain.  Try adding “public domain” to a browser search to search for materials not subject to copyright

· Most U.S. government materials (some items created by contractors for the government might be copyrighted)

· Facts


Fair Use is a part of the United States Copyright Law. 

It allows people to use and make copies of copyrighted works if they are using them for:

·  criticism,

·  comment, 

·  news reporting, 

·  teaching, 

·  scholarship or

·  research



· Is the copying for educational use?

· Is the original material mainly facts and not very creative?

· Are you using small amounts, not whole sections? 

· Is the original material freely available (meaning, the author is not trying to make money on it)?

If any answers are “no” – be careful! 

The use of that work might not fall under “fair use.”


The Copyright Act of 1976 defines fair use.  The following guidelines do not come straight from the act and are a starting point compiled by more than twenty organizations, governmental agencies and companies during the Conference on Fair Use in the mid 1990s specifically for educational use.  

Motion Media

Up to ten percent or three minutes, whichever is less, of a copyrighted motion media work may be reproduced or otherwise incorporated as part of a multimedia project.

Text Material

Up to ten percent or one thousand words, whichever is less, of a copyrighted work consisting of text material may be reproduced or otherwise incorporated as part of a multimedia project. An entire poem of less than two hundred and fifty words may be used, but no more than three poems by one poet or five poems by different poets from any anthology may be used. For poems of greater length, two hundred and fifty words may be used, but no more than three excerpts by a poet or five excerpts by different poets from a single anthology may be used.

Music, Lyrics, and Music Video

Up to ten percent, but in no event more than thirty seconds, of the music and lyrics from an individual musical work, whether the musical work is embodied in copies, or audio or audiovisual works, may be reproduced or otherwise incorporated as a part of a multimedia project. Any alterations to a musical work shall not change the basic melody or the fundamental character of the work.

Illustrations and Photographs

The reproduction or incorporation of photographs and illustrations is more difficult to define with regard to fair use because fair use usually precludes the use of an entire work. Under these guidelines a photograph or illustration may be used in its entirety but no more than five images by an artist or photographer may be reproduced or otherwise incorporated as part of an educational multimedia project. When using photographs and illustrations from a published collective work, not more than ten percent or fifteen images, whichever is less, may be reproduced or otherwise incorporated as part of an educational multimedia project.

Numerical Data Sets

Up to ten percent or twenty five hundred fields or cell entries, whichever is less, from a copyrighted database or data table may be reproduced or otherwise incorporated as part of an educational multimedia project. A field entry is defined as a specific item of information, such as a name or Social Security number, in a record of a database file. A cell entry is defined as the intersection where a row and a column meet on a spreadsheet.

On a “works cited” or reference page of a report or presentation, include (if available):

· The author’s name

· The title of the work

· The publisher

· The place and date of publication 

For copyrighted works from a website, include:

·  The author’s name

·  The title of the work

·  The name of the site

·  The date it was posted on the Internet or the day it was last revised

·  The date you obtained the work from the Internet

·  The site’s address (URL)

List the copyright information underneath any copyrighted images. Example:

   © 2002 Author’s Name


If there is a possibility that a project could be published beyond the classroom (for example, published on the Internet), obtain permissions when you create your project, rather than waiting.

